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MEMORARDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 0OF INTELLIGENCE, US ATR FORCE
SUBJECT 1 Strategic Estimates of the Far Eest

REFERENCEs Memorandum to Director of Centrsl Inte
froa Directorate of Intelligence, USLF. eonject
88 sbove, 30 November 1949, #2-10364

S 1. Following receipt of reference memorandus, s sous
taff di
between reprosentatives of the Directorste of Im’:ellignnce Ussi:rm
Foroe, and of the Central Intelligence Agency were nndertal’con on 5
Decenber 1949. This memorandum presents the position of this Agency
as expressed at that conference,

& logical pattern in the coverage of Centrel Intelligence Agency
staf?
%:tmw production in recent months. 8pecifically, while the
_ tparbmt_ of the Alr Force viewed ORE 17-49, "Strategic Importance
R of the Far East to the United States and to the TSSR®, ag the closest
mhmm«dtypocfintcmm“ontberarm, that paper

national intelligence estimate sought in the refere Eoreover

since its publication ORE 1749 has served and is p::;ntly l&"il’:g
to guide those responsible for policy formulation. Farthermore, as
azvfmtofthef’armmmpmhlemhasbeenmmesubjectofa
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current, cetailed study, tie cmelugicng are carefully checked with
Liose of Jhk 17=4S Lo lnsurs the cantinusd validity of the lstier.
In no case to date has Uhk 17=49 been found invalld excaept as the
bagic assumplion »f US~USSH hogtilities prier to 1953 is not uni-
vereal in ite application to all intelliyence apvrecirtions. The
trevity of Jit 17=49 tends to mislesd & cesugl reader as to adeuacy
of tie paper's scope. The unatter ~f soope wae a particular concern
in the preparstion »f Jid 1749, 1t wes only througit @ tise conswsing
and painstaking process »f successive condensatiosn of the fornidable
LAC contributions snd initisl eonsolidstions that it wss noseible to
ecnieve in JHE 1Y=49 that degree of brevity essential to its use for
the pirooses intended and still to retain the regulsite scope and
Ll factual basis,

4e Uespite confidence in the adequacy or viw 17=49, particularly
88 regards current vaildity and scope, it is recognized thet no ine
telligence productiosn can be tie final answer. “onesequently, that
Paper has been BuLjected o sewrching, objsctive analysis over and
above the current checks noted alove, it has been concluded that
pending exhaustive long term study of certain fundamental tuestinng
raisod by GRE 17=49, revision of tie paper is not justified., In the
light of this anaiysis it is considered thet the project srorosed in
tiie reference, if produced »n en urgent basls, waruld involve gn ex-—
nenditure of effort not consonant with the valne ta be derived. ™o
the extent thst the Lepartnent of tie iir force envisagas the prowsal
&s 8 long term program (ag oproged to a single reiect), the Central
Intellirence sgency is in ceneral agreasant.

5. The analysis of UHE 17=49 referred to abnve has raovided a
broad nutline of te lony rance taske Tat Lroad ootline hes served
and iz serving &s thie Agency's interim guide to self-initisted staff
irtellirence projects on the rar ragt. Furtneraore, every requirerent
for suchi production iapnsed on tie fgency i zlsn checked apsinst the
oroed outline and insofar s yossivle such autsice requirecents are
adfusted to £111 sore part of the lone renge reGuirenent. Admittedly,
this procedure is of a stop pap neture ana feils to solve & beaie
probles, nasely, the disproportiosnate efiort involved in fultilling
nutside praduction requirements. Acenrdingly, the brozd outline of
long range production needs on national intelligence concerning the
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Far Last, which wig developed ~ut of G+E 17-43, has been worked

out in detail within the Central Intelligence iAgency as tie bLasis
for guilding xnd ennrdinating tie intelligence production efforts

nf this fgency and the IAC Agencies. T.:is detsiled gulde has not
yet been aporoved for inter-agency dissem’nation, Howevar, every
effort is veing mede tr expedite release to the 1LAC Agencies for
aeoencary cosrdination end adoption at the earllest practicable dste.

6« In conclusinn, the sugrestisns sdvenced in the refcrence have
been welconed as an iadicaticn thiat upon formelisation of the lentral
Intelligence rgency's impending propossls Zor » lang range uroduction
plan, the hearty suppert of the Urectrrate of Intelligence, HS Alr
""" R Force, iz to e enticipeted,
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